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My diary continues :

" After Birdwood had gone to bed I went over to see Rosy
Wemyss in the Europa and for the first time since I got back
I enjoyed myself. I had had no opportunity of talking to him
during the day. I told him everything I have written in my
diary. He has now quite made up his mind, but says he wishes
he knew more about what was ahead of us after the Straits
have been forced; nevertheless he is prepared to do it, because
there is no alternative.

" 2oth November. Wemyss said he would have it all out
with Birdwood today, and I went off in the Usk to the Peninsuk
with some of the Staff to visit the beaches, taking the Dkector
of Works (Lotbiniere), who, before the day ended, became
the most ardent supporter and non-evacuator.

" Strong southerly winds had made work on the beaches
difficult for some time. Sheltered by blockships, however,
there was little interruption until the evening of the lyA
November, when a violent south-westerly gale commenced
with little warning and blew fiercely for 13 hours. A number
of vessels were lost, including tugs, horseboats, motor lighters,
steam pinnaces, water boats, etc., and many more were stranded.
The stone pier connecting the Helles blockships with the shore
was swept away, and all the piers and small craft were wrecked
by the sea, which broke through the gap and caused the greatest
havoc. At Anzac one pier protected by a blockship was intact;
all the other piers have disappeared.

" At Suvla the blockships were the means of saving a number
of motor lighters and other vessels from total loss, but all were
severely damaged. I pointed out to General Davies, the Corps
Commander at Helles, that the winter had not yet started, and
evacuation was impossible until the damage could be made
good, I told him very little, except that evacuation was in
the air again, and I knew he was an c evacuator.' He said he
had told Lord K. that he was against it now. I said, nevertheless
General Birdwood thought he was for evacuation, and if not
he had better let him know as soon as possible, as he was
preparing a memorandum for Lord Kitchener; so he gave me
a letter to take back.

" It is possible to go on landing stores on favourable days,
and we have a big reserve on shore, but one thing is quite